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C
ONSTANTINOPLE, kon
stan ti no'pi, a celebrated
_ city on the southeastern
boundary between Eu-
rope and Asia, for over
four centuries after 1453
the capital of the Turkish
Empire. In 1918, at the
close of the World TVar,
Constantinople was oc-
cupied by the allies, but
the Sultan was allowed to
remain, as the head of the
Turkish government. In
November, 1922. the
Grand National Assem-
bly, meeting at Angora in
Asia Minor, deposed the
Sultan, and Constantino-
ple ceased to be the capital of Turkey, and
its name was changed to Istanbul.
Constantinople occupies a picturesque site
on a promontory which juts into the Sea of
Marmora. Stamboul, the site of the first
settlement, and the Mohammedan center, lies
on the south shore of the Golden Horn, a
long, narrow inlet of the Bosporus; the lat-
ter is the historic strait which connects the
Sea of Marmora and the Black Sea. On the
north and opposite shore of the Golden Horn
lie the suburbs of Galata and Pera, the former
a business section, and the latter the mod-
ern quarter of the foreigners. Scutari, which
is governed as a part of the political dis-
trict of Constantinople, is a suburb on the
Asiatic side of the Bosporus, On three sides
Stamboul is surrounded by water, and the
fourth and land side is guarded by a double
wall erected in 447 by the Emperor Theo-
dosius. The city has thus an admirable situa-
tion, for commerce and for defense. It has
been coveted for centuries by all the Euro-
pean powers, and the alliance of Turkey with
Germany in the World War made it a Ger-
man gateway to the East.
Constantinople of To-day. This great
Mohammedan stronghold is often called a
"queen of cities," but for many years it was
a very unsightly queen. Its more than 300
mosques gave it a most picturesque sky-line,
but its streets were narrow, dirty and un-
sanitary, and modern improvements were
entirely lacking. Since the revolution of
1908-1909 much progress in modernization
has been made. Many dreary wooden build-
ings have Tbeen replaced by cement structures,
 a splendid granite-paved bridge joins Stam-
boul and Galata, and the sounds of electric
cars and motor trucks are heard in the
streets. In Pera there are many fashionable
shops, a striking contrast to the Oriental
booths of the Grand Bazar in Stamboul,
which has lost some of its former prestige.
Of the mosques, the most famous is that of
Saint Sophia, which was converted into a
mosque in 1453, on the capture of the city by
the Turks, Another magnificent mosque is
that of Solyman. Besides these, there are
the mosques of the Sultana Yalide, built by
the mother of Mohammed IV, and of Sultan
Aehmet, the most conspicuous object in the
city when viewed from the Sea of Marmora.
Other interesting1 features are the Museum
of Antiquities, in Seraglio Park; the group
of government buildings known as the Sub-
lime Porte; the Serpent Column, which the
Emperor Const an tine brought to the city
from Delhi; and a number of fine aqueducts
connected with some of the largest under-
ground reservoirs in the world.
In Constantinople there have been middle-
class schools for boys for a number of years,
and in 1918 five similar institutions for girls
were established. A university, founded in
1900, and reorganized in 1918, comprises
schools of arts, theology, law, medicine and
science. A modern building occupying the
Scutari shore of the Bosporus houses the
medical department. Robert College is an
American institution for men, and there are,
besides, various special schools.
Industrially, Constantinople is known, for
its handmade goods. Factory products are
made up chiefly of tobacco goods, iron, wares
and fezzes. In normal years the export and
import trade is immense, as. the great harbor,
the Golden Horn, can accommodate over
1,000 of the largest ocean liners. There is
direct railroad connection with the rest of
Europe, and ferry and steamship service is
maintained for local transportation. No
exact population figures are available, but an
estimate of 1,250,000 for city and suburbs is
fairly accurate.
History. In mythology the site of Con-
stantinople was reached by the Argonauts,
but the first historic event was the founding
of a town called Byzantium, by Greek ad-
venturers six centuries before Christ.
Darius II invaded the region in 513 b. a, but
was only in temporary control of the settle-
ment. The Emperor Constantine, inspired

